I08	CAESAR      IN      ABYSSINIA
Emperor, saw to it himself that issues of coffee and grain
were doled out to his garrison, and that they had firewood,
before he sat down to his own dinner.
He invited me to join him. Ali Nur, as a junior officer,
sat on the ground at the table leg. With flabby rolls of
injura we ate a dish of meat., onions and chillies, followed
by mangoes and oranges. He talked with great contempt
about the League of Nations and British policy—" I get it
all on my wireless/' he said by way of explanation, " and
it makes me sick." As my own views were identical but
I was addressed as a specimen Englishman, I found it diffi-
cult to take up the dialogue. " Well," said he, relenting
a little, " I've had a message from the Emperor this evening.
He says you can be shown all our arms."
When dinner was over we left the Mullah's Fort. First,
some Italian rifles and boxes of ammunition—" We got that
from the Bandas " : and as we left, a large box of Epsom
Salts—" Good for my soldiers," said Afewerk, with a serious-
ness that made me start.
We went all round the camp : three hundred men were
in the trenches, with modern rifles and eleven automatics.
Ato Wolde Mariam, the machine-gunman, was called for,
and took me into the two machine-gun emplacements,
where he showed me how to pack up the guns for transport,
adjust them for low shooting in the plain, or cock them
against aviation. " Now," said Afewerk, " come and see
me."
He led me into the side turret of the Mullah's Fort.
The Oerlikon anti-aircraft gun barrel took the moonlight,
" We have only this one against the planes," he said,
" I handle it myself. The people who sold them to us
said they were wonderful; but they were Europeans and
probably cheated us." He shuffled about with the fittings
at the base, and the Oerlikon became an anti-tank gun.
" It has an armour-piercing shell," he explained.
Afewerk was firing his Oerlikon against twenty planes
two months later when he received the wound that killed him.
As I went to bed, Somalis in the uniform of the Italian
bandas, fringed turban, lithe bare chest, long dust coloured
skirt, rifle and cartridge belt, came up to report. There
were about fifty in the camp, used by Afewerk for scouting
and tribal espionage.

